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India Office Records

'Superannuated Man' by C E Brock from Charles Lamb,

The Last Essays of Elia, ed. William Macdonald (1907)

Public records – 15 km of archives

East India Company, 1599-1858

Board of Control, 1784-1858

India Office, 1858-1947



The geographical sweep of the East India Company’s 
trading posts, settlements, and contacts

Afghanistan India Pakistan Syria

Australia Indonesia Philippines Taiwan 

Bahrain Iran Portugal Thailand

Bangladesh Iraq Qatar Tibet

Bhutan Japan Russia Turkey

Burma Kampuchea St Helena United Kingdom

Canada Kuwait Saudi Arabia USA

China Malaysia Sikkim Vietnam

Denmark Mauritius Singapore West Africa

Egypt Muscat Somalia Yemen

Ethiopia Nepal South Africa Zanzibar

France Netherlands Sri Lanka



Some of the main subjects covered in the East India 
Company Records 

EIC arms ceiling boss c05626-04 compressed

Commercial and cultural exchange

Political history

Military history

Imperial history

Economic history

Maritime history

London history

Social history

Family history

Science and technology

Transport

Medicine and public health

Environment

Climate

Linguistics

Ethnography

Mapping

Indian diaspora

http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/.a/6a00d8341c464853ef01b7c7f03acc970b-pi


East India House, Leadenhall Street, in 1711, 1766 and 1817

1711 - George Vertue, BL, WD 1341

1766 - BL, Maps K.Top.24.10.a

1817 - Joseph C Stadler, BL, P1389



Main record series digitised by AM for 
East India Company resource

• IOR/A Charter, Deeds, Statutes and 
Treaties

• IOR/B Minutes of EIC Directors and 
Proprietors

• IOR/C Council of India Minutes

• IOR/D Committee Papers

• IOR/E Correspondence

• IOR/F Board of Control

• IOR/G Factory Records

IOR/A/1/26 Letters Patent of Charles II granting the island of Bombay 

to the EIC, 27 March 1668



East India Company Court of Directors’ Minutes

IOR/B/1 First subscription list 1599 IOR/B/26 8 April 1663



Page from letter from Robert 
Clive to the Secret Committee 
of the East India Company in 
London dated 1 February 1757 
from his camp near Calcutta 
IOR/E/4/23 p.419 



William Adams in Japan to the Company 
in London, 1614 - IOR/E/3/1 f.209

Petition of Mary Winbolt, widow of Gale Winbolt 
former doorkeeper, for relief December 1764 - 
IOR/E/1/46 ff.796-797



Silk samples from Persia, 1697 
IOR/G/29/1 p.233



Sketch map of the ferry between Bombay and 'Old Woman's 
Island' c.1832 - IOR/W/F/4/1350 



Instrument of 
Abdication of 
King Edward VIII
10 December 1936
IOR/A/1/102



Licensing Manager, British Library

Joseph Gilling

India Office Records Digitisation

East India Company Archives





History of project

● Partnership Begins – 1990 – 
collaboration on microfilm 
projects

● IOR Digitisation Begins: August 
2015 – Studio Installed in St 
Pancras

● First Module Launched – 
January 2017



Digitisation process



Digitisation process



Digitisation process



Benefits to library

● Digitisation of collection items

● Conservation of collection items

● OCR and HTR data generated

● Dissemination of BL collections to a global audience

● On-site access for all BL readers

● Stable digital access to BL collections

● Royalties Revenue – Funnelled back into collection 



Images digitised

All East India Company

●  Module 1 – 469,876

●  Module 2 – 436,689

●  Module 3 – 290,591

●  Module 4 – 687,895

●  Module 5 – 866,361

●  Module 6 – 806,608

●  Module 7 - 570,955

Total Images to date – 4,128,975



Senior Product Manager, 
AM

Bee Cassim





Accessibility and responsiveness



Transcription



Editor, AM

Matt Brand



East India Company VII: India Office Records, F: Board of 
Commissioners: Expansion, Control and Education

● 758 further volumes from class 
IOR/F, covering the period 
1828-1842

● Two additional contextual 
essays

● New supporting content 
including a Searching Guide, 
and additional biographies of 
Government Office Holders



Explore the East India Company resource



Q&A
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