OPEN CHOICE

REVIEW TEMPLATE

Open Educational Resources represent both an opportunity and a challenge: an oppor-
tunity in terms of their ability to advance the aims of open education and a challenge
stemming from the varying conditions under which these works are produced. Tradi-
tionally, peer review has been one of the strongest elements in ensuring the quality of
any published work, and this is no less true of OER, many of which have been created
without the “checks and balances” that are part of the commercial publication process.

For this reason, we encourage you to write a rigorous review, noting both the strengths
and weaknesses of the work fairly and impartially. Your candid remarks and the scores
you assign to the categories that appear below will materially contribute to the quality
of OER and of open education overall.

Your Name:

Institutional Affiliation:

Email address (will not be published):

Title as you wish it to appear on the review:



OPEN CHOICE REVIEW TEMPLATE

Note: Please feel free to skip any items that you feel do not apply to the work in question.

PART 1: METADATA

1.1 FORMAT AND SOURCE

TITLE OF RESOURCE:

PUBLICATION DATE OR DATE OF LAST UPDATE (IF KNOWN):

DATE ACCESSED BY THE REVIEWER:

DATE OF THIS REVIEW:

FORMAT (Check all that apply):

[ Website

1 .pdf

[ ePub

[ Kindle

[ Word/.rtf, etc.
[ Spreadsheet
[ Database

URL or other resource locator of the text you are reviewing:

Alternate URL or other resource locator (if appropriate):

(d App

[ Raster file: .jpg/.png./.gif, etc.

[ Vector file: .eps/ai, etc.

[ Video file: .mpg/.mov, etc.
[ Audio file: .mpeg/.wav, etc.
[ Print format available.

[ Other

Filename (if applicable):

DOI (if applicable):

ISBN (if applicable):
ISBN 2 (if applicable):
ISBN 3 (if applicable):

RESOURCE TYPE (Check all that apply):

[ Activity

[ Assignment

[ Fiction

[ Glossary or Index
[ Image/Image Bank
[ Lecture Notes

[ Lesson Plan

[J Monograph

RESOURCE NAME:

FORMAT:

FORMAT:

FORMAT:

[ Periodical/serial article
[ Presentation

[ Syllabus

[ Test Bank/Assessment
[ Textbook

[ Video

[ Other:
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1.2 PROVENANCE

PRODUCER/PUBLISHER

Producer/Publisher (if distinct from author(s)):

Organizational Affiliation:

Producer URL:

Publisher URL (If distinct form Producer):

AUTHORS/CREATORS

For works with multiple authors (maximum of three), list only principal authors, principal investigators, etc., and check the
“Additional Authors” box below.

Authorl/Creatorl Name (if known):

Authorl/Creatorl Affiliation:

ORCID:

Author2/Creator2 Name (if applicable):

Author2/Creator2 Affiliation:

ORCID:

Author3/Creator3 Name (if applicable):

Author3/Creator3 Affiliation:

ORCID:

[ Additional Authors

DISCUSSION:

Please provide an appraisal of the author’s (maximum of 3) background and qualifications. Include any
relevant information regarding his or her institutional affiliation. [<150 words]

Not
AUTHOR PROVENANCE Applicable Y/N

The author is known to be an authority in the field

The author has the reputation for unbiased scholarship

The author is affiliated with an institution of known academic excellence

The author is affiliated with an organization that supports academic freedom. The
organization is transparent about any social, political, commercial, and/or ideological
points of view it holds, with no hidden agendas.
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PART 2: SUBJECT MATTER AND TARGET AUDIENCE
SUBJECT CATEGORY AND SUBCATEGORY (Select all that apply. Select “General” where subfields shown are not

applicable.)

— APPLIED SCIENCES

Health Sciences
|:| General
|:| Anatomy and Physiology
[ ] Medicine
[ ] Nutrition
L] public Health

Engineering
[] General
|:| Civil Engineering
|:| Electrical Engineering
D Environmental Engineering

D Mechanical Engineering

Information & Computer Sciences
|:| General
|:| Computer Applications
|:| Computer Systems

D Theoretical Computer Science

— HUMANITIES

General

African History

Asian History

History of Australia and Oceania
European History

History of the Americas
Western Civilization

The Study of History

Oooodaoon

Language and Literature
[ General
O English Composition
O English Literature
O Language Learning
] world Literatures

Performing Arts
O General
J Film
O Music

] Theater/Dance

Philosophy

General
Epistemology

Ethics

History of Philosophy
Logic

oooooad

Metaphysics

Religious Studies

L] General

I African Religions
Asian Religions
Christianity
History of Religions
Indigenous Religions

Islam

gooood

Judaism

Visual Arts
1 General
[ Painting
[ photography
O Sculpture

Astronomy
[J General
O Planetary
O solar
[ stellar

Biology
O General
[ Astrobiology
O Botany
O Zoology

Chemistry
[ General
O Analytical Chemistry

— MATHEMATICS & NATURAL SCIENCES

Biochemistry
General Chemistry
Inorganic Chemistry

Organic Chemistry

OOoOogan

Physical Chemistry

Mathematics
O General
Algebra
Calculus and Analysis
Combinatorics
Geometry
Logic
Number Theory

OOo0O0oOoono

Precalculus

[ Probability and Statistics
] Trigonometry

Physics

O General
Classical Mechanics
Cosmology
Electromagnetism
Optics
Particle Physics
Quantum Mechanics

Relativity

OoOoOooooOon

Thermodynamics

RESOURCE NAME:
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— SOCIAL SCIENCES

Anthropology
[ General
O Cultural Anthropology
O Physical Anthropology

Business
O General
O Accounting
[ Finance
D Management
O Marketing

Communications
O General
O Advertising
[ mass Communications
[ public Relations
O Speech

Economics
[0 General
[J macroeconomics

D Microeconomics

Education
] General
J Educational Theory
O Educational Training

Geography
O General
O Physical Geography
O Human Geography

La
General
US Law
International Law

Legal Theory

Ododds

Legal Systems

Political Science
[ General
[ American Government
[ international Relations
O Political Theory
O Ppublic Administration

Psychology
O General
I clinical Psychology
] Educational Psychology
O social Psychology

Sociology
O General
O Rural Sociology
] Sociology of Economy
O urban Sociology

Target Audience (select all that apply):

RESOURCE NAME:

oo UJdoUd

General public

Secondary

Introductory-level Undergraduate Course

Intermediate-level Undergraduate Course

Advanced undergraduate
Graduate Level

Faculty/Researcher
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Course(s) for which this resource might be appropriate:

PART 3: REVIEW

3.1 RESOURCE OVERVIEW/DESCRIPTION
Include the general resource description. Provide an overview of the scope of the work, its format, intended use, and

intended audience. This paragraph should serve as an abstract of the review as a whole. [<250 words]

DISCUSSION:

3.2 LICENSING

Describe the license terms and indicate whether this license meets the standard expectations for an open educational
resource. Indicate whether the resource is truly free. Offer an explanation if the particular license hinders any aspects of
the “5Rs” (Retain, Reuse, Revise, Remix, Redistribute. For a description of these attributes, see https://lumenlearning.com/
about/whats-oer/). [<150 words]

DISCUSSION:

Is the work in the public domain? Yes O No O
Is the work distributed under a Creative Commons license? Yes O No O

If so, what type?

O BY Attribution alone

O BY-SA Attribution + Share Alike

O BY-NC Attribution + Noncommercial

O BY-ND Attribution + No Derivatives

© BY-NC-SA  Attribution + Noncommercial + Share Alike

©O BY-NC-ND  Attribution + Noncommercial + No Derivatives

Copyright statement (if applicable):

Other license:

Unknown/No License displayed: [



SCORING (1-LOWEST; 5-HIGHEST):

1: The work does not satisfy the minimum criteria for the item
3: The work is adequate to the stated requirements
5: The work fully satisfies all the expected requirements

LICENSING

License supports all five commonly expressed conditions for OER: Retain,
Reuse, Revise, Remix, Redistribute (5Rs)

3.3 ACCESSIBILITY

To the extent that you are able, provide detailed information about resource accessibility and address any issues. Describe
how the resource is Section 508 (Workforce Rehabilitation Act) and/or WCAG (Web Content Accessibility Guidelines) compli-
ant. (See https://www.section508.gov/refresh-toolkit, “Revised Standards Applicability Checklist” for more information.) Of-
fer information pertaining to technological accessibility (i.e., device compatibility) and if there are any restrictions to the use
of the resource. Explain if this resource adds an element of accessibility that one would not have with a standard resource.
Also, provide any information bearing on the discovery of and access to the resource. [<250 words]

DISCUSSION:

If you feel unqualified to complete this section, please check here: [
Is the work protected by a digital rights management (DRM) layer? Yes O No O

If yes, please describe the limitations it imposes on access:

Is registration/login required for this resource? Yes O No O If yes, please describe:

SCORING (1-LOWEST; 5-HIGHEST):

1: The work does not satisfy the minimum criteria for the item
3: The work is adequate to the stated requirements
5: The work fully satisfies all the expected requirements

ACCESSIBILITY N/A Score
Ease of resource discovery

Ease of access to resource

Compliance with WACG AA, Section 508, etc., standards
Compatibility with assistive technologies

Responsive design: runs on tablets and mobile devices
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3.4 ADAPTABILITY

Explain if the resource can be easily adapted for an intended course. Report if the format fosters the use of the 5Rs and if
the overall configuration will allow one to easily alter the resource’s content. Indicate the ways in which the resource can be
adapted. [<150 words]

DISCUSSION:

SCORING (1-LOWEST; 5-HIGHEST):

1: The work does not satisfy the minimum criteria for the item
3: The work is adequate to the stated requirements
5: The work fully satisfies all the expected requirements

ADAPTABILITY N/A Score

Ease of altering, amending, deleting, updating, and rearranging text

Ease of importing other materials

Ease of export to other formats

Modularity: text is readily divisible and supports recrganization

Ease of printing; format and usability of output

Does the work include an application programming interface (AP1)? YesO No O

If yes, please describe:

3.5 CONTENT QUALITY

Describe the target audience for this resource. Offer a thorough explanation about what elements make this resource perti-
nent to the specific subject area, target course, and audience. Provide thorough information about the resource’s compre-
hensiveness, consistency, clarity, and structural flow. Be sure to indicate if the resource contains any grammatical, spelling,
or factual errors. If so, describe what can be done to remedy any outstanding issues. Include specific information about the
accuracy of the presented information, the relevancy, and the quality of the grammar and spelling. [<500 words]

DISCUSSION:
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SCORING (1-LOWEST; 5-HIGHEST):

1: The work does not satisfy the minimum criteria for the item
3: The work is adequate to the stated requirements
5: The work fully satisfies all the expected requirements

CONTENT QUALITY

Resource is appropriate for the intended audience

Resource is free from major factual errors, either of commission or omission

Work is free from undisclosed biases

Evenif it advocates a particular point of view, the work presents all sides of important

issues

Work is edited to professional standards: free of grammatical, syntactical, and spelling
errors

Cultural relevance: work models inclusion and diversity, avoids stereotypes

Currency: work is up-to-date

Timeliness: work does not require updates for currency

Comprehensiveness, internal consistency, clarity, and structural flow

Ease of readability

3.6 PEDAGOGY

Explain how the resource aligns with the course curriculum and/or course level goals. Report how this material will allow
students to meet course learning objectives. Indicate if and how well the resource integrates into learning management sys-
tems (LMS) or other educational platforms. Additionally, offer an opinion about the resource’s use in a traditional classroom
and/or distance learning setting. Explicate the strengths and the weaknesses of the material. [<500 words]

DISCUSSION:

SCORING (1-LOWEST; 5-HIGHEST):

1: The work does not satisfy the minimum criteria for the item
3: The work is adequate to the stated requirements
5: The work fully satisfies all the expected requirements

PEDAGOGY N/A Score
Resource aligns with intended course curriculum and learning abjectives
Resource supports critical thinking, emphasizes analyzing, evaluating, synthesizing,
and/or applying information
The work is appropriate in a traditional classroom setting
The work is appropriate in distance learning
Ease of LMS integration
PAGE 9
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3.7 INTERFACE/DISPLAY

Describe the general search and navigational features of the work. Note significant strengths and weaknesses of the user
interface (Ul), including any display features that may distract or confuse the reader. [<150 words]

DISCUSSION:

SCORING (1-LOWEST; 5-HIGHEST):

1: The work does not satisfy the minimum criteria for the item
3: The work is adequate to the stated requirements
5: The work fully satisfies all the expected requirements

INTERFACE/DISPLAY N/A Score

Navigation is intuitive; screen design is easy to understand

Text is easy to read, without distracting backgrounds

Images display and print (if appropriate) crisply

Multimedia launch and display without difficulty

3.8 ANCILLARY MATERIALS

Describe any ancillary materials that are associated with the reviewed resource. [<150 words]

DISCUSSION:

3.9 COMPETING WORKS

List other resources or services (both commercial and non-commercial) that compete with the reviewed resource. Indicate
the relative strength of this work with respect to its competitors. [<500 words]

DISCUSSION:

RESOURCE NAME: PAGE 10




Overall, compared to the best directly competitive works — either commercial or noncommercial — the work is
QO inferior
O comparable

O superior

O No competing work exists

| would feel comfortable using this work in whole or in part in my own classes (assuming you are teaching the course(s) for
which the text is intended):

YesO NoO

If you answered No, above, why? What would need to be changed in order to make it suitable?

PART 4: ABOUT THE REVIEWER

Please provide a one-paragraph biosketch (professional credentials a/o qualifications, affiliation, etc.) of yourself, written in
the third person. (<150 words)

© Copyright 2018 American Library Association. This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution NonCommercial
4.0 International License. To view a copy of the license, please see http://creative-commons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/.

Attribution-NonCommercial CC BY-NC
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